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WEEK 1 
PTIONAL 
CTIVITIES 
 
 

dition to posting a roll call message at http://2008ncc.blogspot.com/ 
der these activities to help launch your classroom into campaign mode in 
 1! 

entary Classes 

. Visit America Votes http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/americavotes/ (from 
Duke University) and have your students examine campaign buttons and 
posters from different elections over the past two centuries. Scroll towards 
the bottom of the page and click on the names of candidates to see 
examples! 

Then provide materials for your students to create campaign buttons, 
posters, bumper stickers and hats, as you deem appropriate. You may 
even want to get a large sheet of bulletin board paper and have the class 
work on a campaign headquarters banner which you can display in or 
outside of your classroom! 
 

. Take pictures of your class and/or their campaign paraphernalia and email 
them to Walter to post on your state’s page on the project web site. 
 
 

. Identify each of the classes participating in the project from your home 
state and identify them on a state map. Measure the distance of each 
neighboring class from your home town. 
 

. Count the number of classes participating from each state and create a 
graph which shows the distribution of project delegates from across the 
country. 
 

. Contact other classes from your home state as they post their roll call 
message at http://2008ncc.blogspot.com/ You may email them with more 
details about how your class is planning to participate in the project and 
share ideas about how to best make use of election resources in your 
state.  

http://2008ncc.blogspot.com/
http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/americavotes/
http://2008ncc.blogspot.com/
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Secondary Classes 
 

1. Visit Dumb Laws http://www.dumblaws.com/ and examine both national 
and state laws which seem to be odd and/or out of date. Discuss what the 
political climate must have been at the time in order for such laws to have 
been enacted. For example – did you know that the only record of George 
Washington ever proposing legislation in the Virginia House of Delegates 
was to keep swine of the main street of Alexandria, Virginia? Discuss 
criteria for what makes a good law and an effective law maker.  

 
Note: it may be wise to preview your state’s laws before sharing them with 
your class; some laws still on the books may contain content inappropriate 
for students in your grade level. 
 

 
2. Create a class web site which celebrates your interests and outlook for 

the 2004 elections.  
 
 
3. Take a digital picture of your class and email it to Walter to post on your 

state’s page on the project web site. 
 

 
4. Research your state’s voting record since the 1960 elections and 

determine what the voting patterns seem to be for your state. 
 

 
5. Contact other classes from your home state as they post their roll call 

message at http://2004ncc.blogspot.com/ You may email them with more 
details about how your class is planning to participate in the project and 
share ideas about how to best make use of election resources in your 
state.  

 
 
********************************************* 
Walter McKenzie 
Sponsor, 2004 National CyberConvention 
walter@surfaquarium.com 
http://surfaquarium.com/NCC/ 

http://www.dumblaws.com/
http://2004ncc.blogspot.com/



