
National CyberConvention Project  Week 2 

THE CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT 

 
Week 2 of the project challenges students to learn about the presidential 

candidates and gather either statewide or schoolwide polling data. 
 
Question for the Week: Which candidate is leading in your state’s or 
school’s polling?  
 
You will first want to decide which candidates you would like your class to 
consider. The candidates of the two major parties? Ralph Nader as well? Other 
third party candidates? The support materials you are provided with this week 
address the candidates of the two major parties. If you wish to include additional 
candidates, please be sure to take a few minutes and gather some online 
resources your students can use to learn about each of them. 
 
Online Resources: 
 
Bush 
Official Site http://www.georgewbush.com/  
President’s Office Site http://www.whitehouse.gov/  
C-SPAN http://www.capwiz.com/c-span/e4/cinfo/?state=US&id=103810  
New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/top/news/washington/campaign2004/candidates/georgewbush/  
Washington Post http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/politics/elections/2004/whitehouse/bushgeorgew/  (requires free registration) 
 
Kerry 
Official Site http://www.johnkerry.com/index.html
Senator’s Office Site http://kerry.senate.gov/bandwidth/home.html  
C-SPAN http://www.capwiz.com/c-span/e4/cinfo/?id=100193  
New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/top/news/washington/campaign2004/candidates/johnfkerry/  
Washington Post http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/politics/elections/2004/whitehouse/kerryjohn/  (requires free registration) 
 
Elementary 
Weekly reader Election Central http://www.weeklyreader.com/election/index.asp  

 
Middle School 
One Vote http://www.channelone.com/election_2004/  
 
High School 
Cast Your Vote http://www.learner.org/exhibits/statistics/  
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National CyberConvention Project  Week 2 

 
Objectives for Week 2: 
 
Using the online resources provided, allow your students time to learn more 
about the candidates for president 

This may range from being able to identify each candidate’s image in the 
younger grades to knowing the party affiliations and general platforms of 
each candidate in the higher grades. If you are allotting a smaller amount 
of time for project activities, setting these resources up as bookmarks on a 
classroom computer and allowing students to peruse them as they have 
time as a learning center may be a helpful strategy. 
 

Gather polling data on the candidates you have chosen for your class to study 
You may choose to have students poll other classes within your school 
building, or to have students research the latest polling data for your state 
as reported in local newspapers and broadcast media. If you do not have 
a lot of time to devote to conducting live polling, consider asking other 
classes to complete a paper ballot and send you their results by the end of 
the day. 
 

Report your polling data to the project via email 
Send an email to walter@surfaquarium.com by Thursday evening. In the 
subject line include your state name and “polling data” (for example, 
“Maine Polling Data”). In the body of the email, simply list the name of 
each candidate you included in your poll and how many votes he received. 
 

Suggested Procedure: 
 
Monday and Tuesday: expose your students to the names of the candidates you 
will focus on in your classroom. Make use of online resources to allow your 
students to get to know each of the candidates better. 
 
Wednesday: gather polling data from statewide news agencies or from polling 
done within your school. 
 
Thursday: tabulate the polling data you have collected and email your data to the 
project. 
 
Friday: Walter will post the results of each state’s polling numbers on the project 
web site by noon (Boston time). Polling results sent in after Thursday evening will 
be calculated when the results are updated on Saturday. 
 
Please note: the polling results will be listed by state. In states where multiple 
classes are participating, the numbers will be averaged to give a more accurate 
picture of voter tendencies in the state in mid-September. 
 
This polling data will become our baseline as we move forward with the project. 
By the time we vote at the end of October, we will be able to compare the results 
with these original polling numbers to determine what shifts may have occurred
as we head into election week. 
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National CyberConvention Project  Week 2 

 
Materials: 
 
Internet access 
Polling form 
Writing utensils 
Spreadsheet (optional) to tabulate data 
 
Optional Extension Activities: 
 
Elementary 
 
Read Weekly reader Election Central http://www.weeklyreader.com/election/index.asp  
and share 

 Peculiar Polls  
 National Conventions 
 The Election Process  
 Election Games 

 
Middle School 
 
Research the One Vote site http://www.channelone.com/election_2004/ and 

 View profiles of the top candidates 
 View video of student reporters covering the campaign trail 
 Read the Young Democrat and Young Republican convention 

coverage 
 Take the Alt Voters Quiz 

 
High School 
 
Explore Cast Your Vote http://www.learner.org/exhibits/statistics/ and define and 
discuss 

 random sample 
 margin of error 
 reliability of polling data 
 samples from the Data and Story Library http://lib.stat.cmu.edu/DASL/  

 
All Grade Levels 
 
Become pen pals with another class participating in the project and exchange your 
findings and ideas about voting trends six weeks before the election 
 
Create a campaign corner in your classroom where students can bring in newspapers, 
magazines, web site printouts and materials from local campaign headquarters to share 
and display in class 
 
O
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2004 NATIONAL CYBERCONVENTION 
SCHOOL POLLING DATA FORM 

 
POLLSTER: ________________________________ DATE: ___________________ 
 
LOCATION: ________________________________ SAMPLE SIZE: ____________ 
 

CANDIDATE TALLY MARKS TOTALS 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 Which candidate received the highest number of votes in your poll? 
 

What percentage of the vote did each candidate receive in your results? 
 
How do you interpret these results? 
 
How do these results compare with the data from other states? 
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