
National CyberConvention Project  Week 3 

POPULAR VOTE VS. ELECTORAL VOTE 

 
Week 3 of the project differentiates between the popular vote and the electoral 
vote and asks your class to identify which candidate is best positioned to take 
your state’s electoral votes based on your Week 2 polling data. 
 
Question for the Week: Which candidate would win your state’s electoral 
votes if the election were held today? 
 
Note: You will first want to gather your state’s polling data from Week 2 if you 
have not already done so.  
 
Online Resources: 
 
Electoral College 
How the Electoral College Works  
http://people.howstuffworks.com/electoral-college.htm 
 
Electoral College Map http://www.270towin.com/ 
 
Electoral College Box Scores from Past Elections 
http://www.archives.gov/federal_register/electoral_college/index.html 
 
Electoral College Calculator http://www.grayraven.com/ec/ 
 
President Elect http://presidentelect.org/e2008.html  
 
Electoral College Projections http://www.rasmussenreports.com/public_content/
politics/election_20082/2008_presidential_election/election_2008_electoral_college_update
 
 
 

Elementary
 

Brain Pop: Election
http://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/presidentialelection/index.weml?
&tried_cookie=true  

 
Middle School 
Ben’s Guide: Electing a President  
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/6-8/election/primary.html 
 
High School 2008 Electoral Vote Simulator
http://www.latimes.com/news/la-votemap,0,4432952.htmlstory 
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Objectives for Week 3: 
 
Using the online resources provided, allow your students time to learn more 
about the difference between the popular vote and the electoral vote 

This can include simply identifying your state’s number of electoral votes 
in the younger grades to understanding the role of the electoral college in 
the middle grades and analyzing the functionality of the electoral college 
system in the higher grades: 

o 1824 – Jackson v. Quincy Adams 
http://www.avagara.com/e_c/ec_1824.htm  

o 1876 – Hayes v. Tilden 
http://www.avagara.com/e_c/ec_1876.htm

o 1888 – Cleveland v. Harrison 
http://www.avagara.com/e_c/ec_1888.htm 

o 2000 – Bush v. Gore 
http://www.wsws.org/articles/2000/nov2000/elec-n09.shtml 

 
Determine which candidate(s) would receive your state’s electoral votes, if the 
election were held today 

Be sure you know whether your state gives all of its electoral votes to the 
popular vote winner, or whether the electoral votes are divided based on 
the percentage of popular vote each candidate carries in your state. 
 

Report your electoral vote projections to the project via email 
Send an email to walter@surfaquarium.com by Thursday evening. In the 
subject line include your state name and “electoral votes” (for example, 
“Oregon Electoral Votes”). In the body of the email, simply list the name 
of each candidate and the number of electoral votes he would receive if 
the election were held today. 
 

Suggested Procedure: 
 
Monday and Tuesday: discuss the electoral college concept with your students 
and identify the number of electoral votes your state will cast in November’s 
election. 
 
Wednesday: compare your state’s number of electoral votes with those of other 
states; discuss how your state’s population determines the number of votes you 
receive. 
 
Thursday: refer to your Week 2 polling data and determine which candidate 
would win your state’s electoral votes if the election were held today. If your state 
divides electoral votes based on each candidate’s percentage of the popular 
vote, then identify how many electoral votes each candidate would receive. 
 
Friday: Send your findings to Walter so that he can include your projection in the 
electoral college map he will post on the project web site over the weekend at the 
end of Week 3.
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Materials: 
 
Internet access 
Web resources 
Spreadsheet (optional) to tabulate data 
 
Optional Extension Activities: 
 
Elementary 
 
Explore the BrainPop Election presentation http://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/               

  View the movie on the election process 
 View the slide show on the electoral college 
 Take the online quiz 

 
Middle School 
 
Read Ben’s Guide to Electing a President at http://bensguide.gpo.gov/6-8/
election/primary.html and discuss 

 The Primary Process 
 The General Election 
 The Electoral College 

 
High School 
Work on the Electoral College Map found at http://www.latimes.com/news/
la-votemap,0,4432952.htmlstory and compare it with the Electoral College Calculator
and map generator found at http://www.uselectionatlas.org/TOOLS/evcalc.php, What is the 
likely outcome of the electoral college vote if it were held today? 
 
 
All Grade Levels 
 
Manipulate the Electoral College Map http://www.270towin.com/ to see and 
understand how different combinations of electoral votes can help a candidate to 
reach or exceed the 270 votes needed to be elected President. 
 
Identify the names of the electors who will be casting your state’s electoral college 
votes. 
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Conduct the Popular Vote versus Electoral Vote lesson found at Education World at 
http://www.education-world.com/a_lesson/00-2/lp2109.shtml. 
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ELECTORAL COLLEGE BACKGROUND 
Not an expert on the electoral college yourself? Never fear! This write up from the 
National Archives offers the basic information you need to jump into an examination of 
this institution with your students! 
 
From http://www.archives.gov/federal-register/electoral-college/procedural_guide.html 
 
The Electoral College was established by the founding fathers as a compromise between election 
of the president by Congress and election by popular vote. The electors are a popularly elected 
body chosen by the States and the District of Columbia on the Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November (November 4, 2008). The Electoral College consists of 538 electors (one for each of 
435 members of the House of Representatives and 100 Senators; and 3 for the District of 
Columbia by virtue of the 23rd Amendment). Each State's allotment of electors is equal to the 
number of House members to which it is entitled plus two Senators. The decennial census is used 
to reapportion the number of electors allocated among the States.  

The slates of electors are generally chosen by the political parties. State laws vary on the 
appointment of electors. The States prepare a list of the slate of electors for the candidate who 
receives the most popular votes on a Certificate of Ascertainment. The Governor of each State 
prepares seven original Certificates of Ascertainment. The States send one original, along with 
two authenticated copies or two additional originals to the Archivist of the United States at the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) by registered mail. The Certificates of 
Ascertainment must be submitted as soon as practicable, but no later than the day after the 
meetings of the electors, which occur on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in 
December. The Archivist transmits the originals to NARA's Office of the Federal Register (OFR). 
The OFR forwards one copy to each House of Congress and retains the original.  

The electors meet on December 15, 2008. A majority of 270 electoral votes is required to elect
the President and Vice President. No Constitutional provision or Federal law requires electors 
to vote in accordance with the popular vote in their State.  

The electors prepare six original Certificates of Vote and annex a Certificate of Ascertainment to 
each one. Each Certificate of Vote lists all persons voted for as President and the number of 
electors voting for each person and separately lists all persons voted for as Vice President and the 
number of electors voting for each person.  

If no presidential candidate wins a majority of electoral votes, the 12th Amendment to the 
Constitution provides for the presidential election to be decided by the House of Representatives. 
The House would select the President by majority vote, choosing from the three candidates who 
received the greatest number of electoral votes. The vote would be taken by State, with each 
State delegation having one vote. If no Vice Presidential candidate wins a majority of electoral 
votes, the Senate would select the Vice President by majority vote, with each Senator choosing 
from the two candidates who received the greatest number of electoral votes.  
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