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an online environment for threaded discussions, file sharing, online resources, video 
streaming of interviews, and narrated slide shows. In one course, a staff member from 
MassONE conducted a videoconferenced training session, which was archived so that 
new participants could watch the presentation at any time. The project provides quality 
instruction to future superintendents and expands access to the M.A.S.S. mentoring 
program for current superintendents. Through the Superintendent's Academy, 
administrators are able to take advantage of online professional development 
opportunities that fit their unique needs and work schedules. 

Online Events and Projects 

The Internet makes it possible for students and teachers to participate in national 
events and projects. These activities range from one-time or annual occasions like the 
Iditarod to regularly scheduled programs, such as MysteryQuest, that are created to foster 
student interaction with the curriculum and the community. By participating in online 
events and projects, teachers connect their students to people in other parts of the country 
and the world, and students are able to participate in authentic learning experiences. 

Participating in Online Events 

Online educational events allow educators to immerse students in real-world 
applications of reading, writing, estimation, computation, problem solving, and research. 
A fifth grade class in Taunton has joined hundreds of classes throughout the country and 

in Canada, England, 
Germany, and Iceland to 
participate in the 
eIditarod. The eIditarod 
project and web site, 
created by a 
Massachusetts-based 
educational consultant, 
are open to students in 
grades K-8 and can be 
adapted to any classroom 
based on the needs of the 
students. Using the 
official Iditarod web site, 
classes study the trail and 
the mushers and then 
select one team to follow 

online for the race. Each time the Iditarod team pulls into a new race checkpoint, the class 
emails the project team, and the team responds to the classes with problem-solving tasks 
related to the race. The Taunton teacher has her class complete an Internet treasure hunt, 
create individual and class wall maps, read books about the Iditarod, and craft scrimshaw 
soap carvings and dogsled models. Making maps to scale, determining elapsed time, and 
collaborating to create original structures and artwork help the students apply everyday 

The eIditarod Project web site  © Walter McKenzie 
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Pentucket Public Schools    Lindsey Barlow 
       lbarlow@prsd.org 

MassCUE web site 
http://masscue.org/ 

Nauset Public Schools       Kathleen Schrock 
       schrockk@nausetschools.org   

Worcester Public Schools    Deborah Donohue 
       donohued@worc.k12.ma.us  

Beverly Public Schools     Judy Miller 
       jmiller@beverlyschools.org 

North Central Charter Essential School   Peter Garbus 
                                                                                           garbusp@ncces.org  

Enhancing Online Teaching Skills 
ACCEPT Collaborative     Daniel Kehoe 
http://www.accept.org/                  dankehoe@neaccess.net 

Virtual High School web site 
http://www.govhs.org/website.nsf                 

Plymouth Public Schools    Nancy Dawson 
       ndawson@plymouth.k12.ma.us 

Providing Professional Development for Administrators 
The Superintendent’s Academy                Robert Kelley 
University of Massachusetts Boston   robert.kelley@umb.edu 

Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents (M.A.S.S.) 
http://www.massupt.org/  

 

Online Events and Projects 

Participating in Online Events 
Taunton Public Schools     Jeanne Follett 
       jfollett@tauntonschools.org 

eIditarod Project web site    Walter McKenzie 
http://surfaquarium.com/eIDITAROD/               walter@surfaquarium.com 
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